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Lad ies and  Gentlemen, 
 
It is a  grea t p leasure for me to add ress this Interna tiona l Seminar on 
innova tion transfer held  in this beautiful c ity of Turin.  
 
Allow me first to say how muc h I would  have liked  to be here today. 
Unfortuna tely, we a re in the midst of p repa ring  for our Governing  
Counc il to be held  in less than two weeks and  my p resenc e is therefore 
required  in Na irob i. 
 
This is the first ma jor event, organized  within the AlpCity Projec t by 
Piedmont Reg ion and  the European Union, with the support of UN- 
Hab ita t. I take this opportunity to welc ome the rep resenta tives from 
both these institutions. 
 
Allow me, before telling  you more of our ob jec tives here, to thank our 
host, Mme. Merc edes Bresso, President of Piedmont Reg ion for her 
hosp ita lity; to extend  my app rec ia tion to a ll those involved  in 
organising  this Seminar; and  to thank a ll of you for pa rtic ipa ting  in this 
event. 
 
Now let us foc us on the reasons for our ga thering  here. 
 
The European Commission rec ently p roposed  a  set of p riorities for its 
new p rogramming period  (2007-2013). I am p leased  to lea rn tha t 
supporting  susta inab le development in d isadvantaged  a reas appears 
as part of these p riorities.  
 
The AlpCity Projec t has organised  this Seminar to make sure tha t the 
Commission’ s p roposa l takes full ac c ount of the input and  experienc e 
of a ll key stakeholders with an ac tive interest in ensuring  tha t the 
susta inab le soc ia l, ec onomic  and  environmenta l development of the 
Alp ine Spac e. 
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This seminar p rovides us the opportunity to assess the 
imp lementa tion of p revious support to the Alps, to look ahead  to future 
needs and , more importantly, to put forward  p roposa ls to add ress 
them. 
 
It c ould  seem a lmost b iza rre tha t the opening sta tement of a  Semina r 
organised  within the framework of the European Alp ine Spac e 
Programme is assigned  to the Exec utive Direc tor of UN-Hab ita t, the 
lead  UN agenc y for housing  and  urban development. 
 
My role here is due to the open-minded  vision of the Piedmont 
Reg ion’s leadership  as regards the c ha llenges posed  by susta inab le 
development a t the interna tiona l level. 
 
Indeed , the c onc ep t of susta inab le development c annot be restric ted  
to reg iona l or na tiona l borders. For this reason I c ommend  the initia tive 
of the AlpCity Projec t to build  a  b ridge with UN-Hab ita t “ Best Prac tic es 
and  Loc a l Leadership ”  Programme and  to foc us part of its work on 
c rea ting  a  Best Prac tic es Da tabase and  Best Prac tic es Guidelines, 
managed  by the AlpCity Reg iona l Urban Observa tory, in line with UN-
Hab ita t’ s work a t the g loba l level.  
 
I a lso wish to c ommend  the work of AlpCity in pa rtic ipa ting ac tively in 
the ‘ 2006 Duba i Interna tiona l Award  for Best Prac tic es to improve the 
Living  Environment’ . This g loba l award  system feeds UN-HABITAT’s on-
line Best Prac tic es Da tabase whic h has bec ome the most important 
depository of knowledge, expertise and  experienc e on susta inab le 
development initia tives a t the loc a l level worldwide.  
 
Today, this da tabase c onta ins over 2,000 initia tives from more than 160 
c ountries. It a llows a ll those interested  in susta inab le development to 
ac c ess information on wha t works. It has enab led  UN-Hab ita t and  its 
pa rtners to identify some of the key c ontributing  fac tors to overc oming  
the soc ia l, ec onomic  and  environmenta l c ha llenges fac ing  a  rap id ly 
urbanising  and  g loba lising  world , and  to integra te lessons lea rned  in 
our polic y rec ommendations and  our opera tiona l p rojec ts.   
 
Fina lly, I am p leased  to announc e tha t this c lose c ollabora tion 
between UN-Hab ita t and  Piedmont Reg ion, ac ting  as AlpCity Projec t 
Lead  Partner, will be offic ia lly ra tified  through the signa ture of an 
Agreement of Coopera tion to pursue the vision: “ to c ontribute to 
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hea lthier, sa fer, more equitab le and  susta inab le 
c ities and  c ommunities through more effec tive pa rtnerships between 
and  the imp lementa tion of p rac tic a l solutions by key stakeholders in 
the human settlement and  development p roc ess” . 
 
It is a lso c lea r tha t susta inab le development c annot be c onc eived  as 
a  zero-sum game. While we ba ttle on the European front for effec tive 
ac tion aga inst c lima te c hange and  the loss of b io-d iversity, we must 
not forget tha t susta inab le development in muc h of the world  today 
a lso has other meanings. I refer here to the fac t tha t one b illion peop le 
a re c urrently living  in life-threa tening  slums. And  if c urrent trends 
c ontinue, this number c ould  inc rease by another 400 million by 2020. 
The ma jority of these one b illion peop le have no dec ent shelter, no 
ac c ess to wa ter and  sanita tion, have no garbage c ollec tion. They live 
under the c onstant threa t of evic tions and  a re the most vulnerab le to 
na tura l d isasters and  the c onsequenc es of c lima te c hange.  
 
It is therefore nec essary for a ll of us to ta rget a  positive-sum game, 
where the more advanc ed  reg ions and  c ountries a re seriously 
engaged  in filling  the gap  with less advanc ed  reg ions. In this sense the 
transfer of knowledge, expertise and  experienc e through effec tive 
networks p lays a  p ivota l ro le as stra teg ic a lly p romoted  by the AlpCity 
Projec t.  
 
I look forward  with grea t antic ipa tion to the European initia tives a imed  
a t identifying  and  transferring  innova tive solutions for g rowth and  
development, namely: 

·  “ Reg ions for Ec onomic  Change” , ded ic a ted  
to d isc overing  best p rac tic es and  sp read ing  
them to a ll reg ions in order to foster their 
reg iona l g rowth and  reduc ing ec onomic  
d isparities, and  

·  Infosusta .net, whic h imp lies the 
estab lishment of a  c ommon da tabase of 
resea rc h results and  best p rac tic es between 
European Union and  UN-Hab ita t. 

 
With these b rief remarks, I w ish you a  very fruitful outc ome. 
 
Thank you for your kind  a ttention. 
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